
CITY OF ANTIGO 

HOTEL MOTEL COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 

JANUARY 25, 2017 

Hotel Motel Commission of the City of Antigo met in Regular Meeting on the above date at 8:30 

AM in the Multi-Purpose Room, City Hall, Mayor Bill Brandt presiding. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Bauknecht Alderperson, Ward 4 Absent  

Bill Brandt Mayor Present  

Sam Hardin Member Absent  

Deena Grabowsky Member Present  

David West Member Absent  

Tom Quinlan Member Present  

Rick LeBrun Member Present  
 

Others in attendance:  Sarah Repp, Park, Recreation and Cemetery Director; Angie Close and 
Keri Beck, Langlade County Economic Development Corporation; Jim Pike, Communications 
and Technology Supervisor; and Jaime Horswill, Clerical/Utility Clerk. 

Discussion and Action May Occur on Any of the Following Agenda Items: 

1. City of Antigo, Emergency Management, Antigo/Langlade County Chamber of Commerce, 
and Langlade County Economic Development Corporation Funding Request for 
Professional Website Development  

The City of Antigo, Emergency Management, Antigo/Langlade County Chamber of Commerce, 
and Langlade County Economic Development Corporation provided an Application to Solicit 
Funds for the professional development of a community resource website.  The cost includes a 
one-time fee of $943 for development and design, $110 monthly maintenance, hosting, 
marketing, security, etc. and an annual fee of $80 for the Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) certificate 
for a total project cost of $2,343. 

The application noted that the group will not generate a profit however, cohesive marketing of 
our community and resources may potentially generate revenues for local businesses. 

Mayor Brandt acknowledged that the group is hoping to have overnight stays however, there 
are no guarantees. 

Sarah Repp, Park, Recreation and Cemetery Director, showed the Commission the current 
website as well as other local websites the professional developer has created. 

Ms. Repp noted that the current website has grown with input and helped with the launch of 
Everbridge, which has been used for alerts with Music in the Park, trail conditions and will be 
expanded with summer park updates.  This is a great resource for visitors and others coming 
into the community. 

Angie Close, Langlade County Economic Development Corporation, advised that there were 
221 referrals to the Langlade County website from alcinfo. 138 people were looking for 
recreation and tourism, 27 people were looking at relocating to Langlade County.  69 people 
were from the Wausau area, 24 people were from the Antigo area, and 7 people were from the 
Chicago area as well as others from DeKalb, Ashwaubenon, Sycamore and High Point.  These 
referrals were only to Langlade County Economic Development Corporations.  There are 
referrals to other websites that are not included in this synopsis.   

Ms. Repp further advised that other groups and organizations have been putting this website on 



their website once they find out about it.  It is reaching more and more people. As people use 
their phones more and more, they want the website to be mobile friendly as well. 

Ms. Repp indicated that the web designer is local, which will be nice.  The original website was 
through a free hosting site, which really got things started, but the next step is working with a 
professional. 

Motion to approve the request for the professional development of a community resource 
website for a total of $2,343 as presented. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Brandt, Mayor 

SECONDER: Rick LeBrun, Member 

AYES: Bill Brandt, Deena Grabowsky, Tom Quinlan, Rick LeBrun 

ABSENT: Tom Bauknecht, Sam Hardin, David West 

2. City of Antigo, Emergency Management, Antigo/Langlade County Chamber of Commerce, 
and Langlade County Economic Development Corporation Funding Request for 2017 
Advertising  

The City of Antigo, Emergency Management, Antigo/Langlade County Chamber of Commerce 
and Langlade County Economic Development Corporation provided an Application to Solicit  
Funds for 2017 advertising for print media and promotional materials for alcinfo.com and 
Everbridge. 

The group's application noted they will not generate a profit and would utilize the funds for print 
media including Antigo Daily Journal, Antigo Times, Visitor Guides, Langlade County Resource 
Guide, etc.  Additional advertising would include radio.  Promotional materials such as pens and 
magnets would be distributed at various events and trade shows.  The project will be marketed 
in local medial as well as publications that reach beyond the county.  Trade shows throughout 
the state will be attended and promotional materials distributed.  Cohesive marketing of our 
community and its resources is paramount for providing tourists and visitors relevant 
information.  Resource promotion to our local community assists with increasing awareness of 
resource tools and information to share with visitors and tourists. 

Ms. Close noted that in addition to local advertising, the group utilizes guides that are being 
distributed outside of the Antigo radius.  They also print brochures which are distributed at trade 
shows.  To date, 883 brochures have been printed and distributed. 

Ms. Close advised that visitors do not need to sign up for Everbridge, they can text a number to 
receive updates to trails, etc.  This is how Everbridge is promoted outside of the community.  

Quinlan moved, Brandt seconded, to approve the request for $1,200 for 2017 advertising as 
requested. 

Rick LeBrun noted that the advertising funds are intended for use outside the Antigo area.   

Upon inquiry by Mr. LeBrun, Ms. Close noted that approximately 10% of this advertising is done 
within the Antigo Daily Journal and Antigo Times. 

Ms. Repp noted that the Antigo Daily Journal and  Antigo Times does have subscribers out of 
the Antigo area. 

Mayor Brandt noted that advertising in these two papers usually does not qualify. 

LeBrun moved to amend the motion to approve $1,080. 

Motion to approve the request for the 2017 advertising budget for print media and promotion 
materials for alcinfo.com and Everbridge for a total of $1,080 as amended. 



RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Quinlan, Member 

SECONDER: Bill Brandt, Mayor 

AYES: Bill Brandt, Deena Grabowsky, Tom Quinlan, Rick LeBrun 

ABSENT: Tom Bauknecht, Sam Hardin, David West 

Any Other Matters Authorized by Law to be Considered 

NONE 

Adjournment 

1. Motion to: Adjourn at 8:46 am  

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Quinlan, Member 

SECONDER: Rick LeBrun, Member 

AYES: Bill Brandt, Deena Grabowsky, Tom Quinlan, Rick LeBrun 

ABSENT: Tom Bauknecht, Sam Hardin, David West 

 
                  
Bill Brandt, Chairperson                                                  Date 
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Attachment: alcinfo.com_2017  (1347 : Professional Website Development alcinfo.com)
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Attachment: Advertising_2017  (1346 : Advertising Budget 2017)
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