
 

 

CITY OF ANTIGO 

AD HOC WEATHER WARNING SYSTEM MEETING 

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 

CITY HALL, 700 EDISON STREET 

Monday, August 28, 2023 

4:30 PM 

Call to Order 

Questions to be Answered Before Survey 

1. Who Would be Responsible for Activating the Siren System?  

2. Who Would be Recognized as Callers by Dispatch to Activate the System?  

3. What Insurance would the City of Antigo be Required to Have?  

4. What is the Liability of the City if the Siren is not Activated?  

5. Where would Storm Chasers and Recognized People Call?  

6. If 911 Number is Low on Staffing, would the City need to Hire Additional Help to be Located at the Dispatch 
Center?  

7. Determined - the Configuration of the Siren System would Probably Not Include Voice  

8. Locations of the Siren Stations - Non-Obstrusive as Possible  

Presentatons 

1. Daniel Duley, City of Antigo Police Chief - Municipal Procedures with Regard to Sirens in Other Cities  

2. Kaye Matucheski, Clerk-Treasurer/Finance Director - Insurance Liability Issues  

Information Items 

 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate disabled individuals through appropriate aids and 
services.  For additional information, contact Cheryl Barta, 700 Edison Street, Antigo, Wisconsin 54409.  (715) 623-
3633 extension 100. Members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies may be in 
attendance to gather information. Any governmental body other than that specifically referred to above will take no 
action. 
 
DATE MAILED: August 23,2023  GLENN BUGNI 

 



Tornado siren activation policy/procedures for surrounding areas 

08/23/23 

 

Shawano County has a countywide system that the Sheriff dispatch center activates below is a list of the 

sirens they have.   I have attached a copy of their activation policy.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lincoln County – The Sheriff Office has ability to set off sirens.  Merrill PD usually activates the sirens, 

but may request Lincoln County dispatch to do it.   

Merrill – Has 3 old Civil Defense area sirens and 2 newer sirens that were added after their 

tornado in 2011.  All sirens have the ability to be activated via radio from squad or manually 

from their front office.  The 2 new sirens can only be activated via the radio control in squads or 

office.  The civil defense area sirens can be activated via radio and by manually pushing a switch.  

The civil defense sirens do not always activate via the radio control.  A Merrill PD supervisor 

makes the decision to activate the sirens based on weather, spotters, & weather service.  They 

test the system Wednesday at noon and call neighbors to verify they are working.  They do not 

have a written policy/procedure on activation.    

 

 Tomahawk – No sirens, they were removed about 25 years ago & not replaced.  

              SHAWANO COUNTY SIRENS     

SERVICE TRANSMITTER PAGE TONE  TONE 
    CODE A B 

Birnamwood Fire Siren Simulcast 1216 600.9 788.5 

Bonduel Fire Siren Simulcast 1213 600.9 669.9 

Cecil Fire Siren Simulcast 1229 634.5 928.1 

Grant Fire Siren Simulcast 1243 707.3 669.9 

Gresham Fire Siren Simulcast 1249 707.3 928.1 

Mattoon Fire Siren Simulcast 1283 879.0 669.9 

Pella Fire Siren Simulcast 1269 788.5 928.1 

Shawano Fire Siren Simulcast 1238 669.9 879.0 

Tigerton Fire Siren Simulcast 1234 669.9 707.3 

Wittenberg Fire Siren Simulcast 1226 634.5 788.5 

Siren Cancel Simulcast 1205 569.1 746.8 

Weather Siren - West Simulcast 1202 569.1 634.5 

Weather Siren - East Simulcast 1203 569.1 669.9 

Weather Siren - Shawano Simulcast 1236 669.9 788.5 

Attack Siren - County Wide Simulcast 1204 569.1 707.3 
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Marathon County – Marathon County Dispatch activate the sirens that cover Wausau Metro Area.  

Other areas in the county with sirens are controlled in that municipality.   Marathon County dispatch 

does testing from April – October every Mondays at 1:15pm.  From October- April they test once a 

month test on the first Monday.  The sirens are activated based on a teletype from National Weather 

Service with tornado possibly affecting the Wausau area.  Marathon County Dispatch has been do the 

activation for 20-30 years.   Not many issues with calls.   They have scaled back the procedure in 

thunderstorm watch/warning since all the mobile devices now get the notifications.  A copy of their 

policy/procedure is attached.  

 

Mosinee – Mosinee has weather/tornado sirens, which are activated by the fire department.  

Police squads have the ability to activate the sirens if the fire department is busy.  They do not 

have a policy in place.  

 

Oneida County- Oneida County Dispatch activates the sirens for Rhinelander.  A copy of their 

policy/procedure is attached. 

 

Wood County – Wood County Dispatch activates the sirens for Marshfield.  

Marshfield –The decision to activate the siren in severe weather is made by the police 

department shift commander when there is a warning issued.  They receive criticism from the 

community from sounding them too early, too late, or when people felt the weather was severe 

but there was not a warning issued.  They also receive complaints that the sirens were not heard 

in their homes (which are meant for citizens away from shelter, not citizens in their homes), or 

the sirens woke them up from a nap/sleep.   The police department does not have a policy.   

 

Taylor County – Taylor County Dispatch activates the sirens for Medford.   A copy of their 

policy/procedure is attached.  

 

Forest County - Crandon has sirens.   Crandon Fire Department manually sets off the sirens.   
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SHAWANO COUNTY 911 COMM CENTER 
Policy and Procedures Manual 

Subject:  Effective Date:  

Severe Weather  04/16/2018  
 
Reevaluation Date: Number of Pages Authority: 
4/6/2020, 4/27/2021, 6/30/22, 5/12/23 4 William McGlin  

Page 1 of 4 

Incident Type: 
Weather 

 

Tornado WARNING 
Procedure 

In the event of an Actual Tornado Sighting by emergency service personnel or after receipt of a 
Tornado Warning from the National Weather Service take the following actions: (If a report of a 
Tornado is reported to the Comm Center by a citizen or weather spotter, send closest deputy to 
confirm as well as contact NOAA (via radio frequency WISCOM Rcall41 or phone) for 
confirmation on their radars prior to starting this process) 
 

1. Activate all sirens in Shawano County 

a. Go to the Fire/EMS Paging Screen on the radio screen. 

b. Select Comm1 

c. Select the Safety Switch (Scissors with “do not enter” symbol) 

d. Select Tornado All Siren button by pushing the pager icon on the button. 

i. You will hear the tones going out over Comm 1. (Sirens 

automatically shut off at 3 minutes.) 

2. Activate the WEATHER pager tone 

a. Activate the “ShaEMS” Multi-Select window (turn green) 

b. Select WEATHER pager tone.  You will hear the tones going out. 

c. Broadcast: “Shawano County is under a Tornado Warning until (time). 

Tornado was located near (city/village/township) and heading 

(directional).” 

3. Notify all Law/Jail Personnel 

a. Select the “WX” Multi-select pre-programed group and activate it (turn 

green) 

i. This will select Sheriff 1, Sheriff 2, SWPD Repeater, SWPD Local, 

Jail, Huber, & Co Highway. 

b. Press the Transmit Button and Broadcast: “Shawano County is under a 

Tornado Warning until (time). Tornado was located near 

(city/village/township) and heading (directional).” 

4. Weather Page (CAD Page) This will notify 501, 502, 503, 828 & EG500 

a. Message shall include: 

i. Type of Watch or Warning 

3.1.a

Packet Pg. 5

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

d
 H

o
c 

S
ir

en
 in

fo
 f

ro
m

 a
re

a 
co

m
m

it
te

e 
re

p
o

rt
 D

D
  (

63
60

 :
 D

an
ie

l D
u

le
y,

 C
it

y 
o

f 
A

n
ti

g
o

 P
o

lic
e 

C
h

ie
f)



Page 2 of 4 

ii. Expiration time 

5. Update current CAD incident or Create a CAD Incident “Weather” with the 

Tornado Warning information as an “m” call and leave on hold until the warning 

expires or is cancelled by the National Weather Service.  All updates/upgrades 

will be documented in the same call. 

6. If report came from emergency service personnel – NOTIFY the tornado sighting 

to the National Weather Service – via WISCOM RCALL41 or 920-494-7478. 

7. Monitor WISCOM RCALL41 for updates from the National Weather Service 

 

Severe Thunderstorm WARNING 
Procedure 

Upon receipt of a Severe Thunderstorm Warning for Shawano County from the National 

Weather Service, take the following actions: 

 

1. Activate the WEATHER pager tone 

a. Activate the “ShaEMS” Multi-Select Window (turn green). 

b. Select WEATHER pager tone.  You will hear the tones going out. 

c. Broadcast: “Shawano County is under a Severe Thunderstorm Warning 

until (time). The Severe Thunderstorm was located near 

(city/village/township) and heading (directional).” 

2. Notify all Law/Jail Personnel 

a. Select the “WX” Multi-select pre-programed group and activate it (turn 

green). 

i. This will select Sheriff 1, Sheriff 2, SWPD Repeater, SWPD Local, 

Jail, Huber, & Co Highway. 

b. Press the Transmit Button and Broadcast: “Shawano County is under a 

Severe Thunderstorm Warning until (time). The storm was located near 

(city/village/township) and heading (directional).” 

3. Weather Page (CAD Page) This will notify 501, 502, 503, 828 & EG500 

a. Message shall include: 

i. Type of Watch or Warning 

ii. Expiration time 

4. Update current CAD incident or create a CAD Incident “Weather” with the 

Severe Thunderstorm Warning information as an “m” call and leave on hold until 

the warning expires or is cancelled by the National Weather Service.  All 

updates/upgrades will be documented in the same call. 

5. Monitor WISCOM RCALL41 for updates from the National Weather Service. 
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Tornado Watch 
Procedure 

Upon receipt of a Tornado Watch for Shawano County from the National Weather Service, take 

the following actions: 

 

1. Activate the WEATHER pager tone 

a. Activate the “ShaEMS” Multi-Select window (turn green)  

b. Select WEATHER pager tone. You will hear the tones going out. 

c. Broadcast: “Shawano County is under a Tornado Watch until (time).” 

2. Notify all Law/Jail Personnel 

a. Select the “WX” Multi-select pre-programed group and activate it (turn 

green). 

i. This will select Sheriff 1, Sheriff 2, SWPD Repeater, SWPD Local, 

Jail, Huber, & Co Highway. 

b. Press the Transmit Button and Broadcast: “Shawano County is under a 

Tornado Watch until (time).” 

3. Weather Page (CAD Page) This will notify 501, 502, 503, 828 & EG500 

a. Message shall include: 

i. Type of Watch or Warning 

ii. Expiration time 

4. Update current CAD incident or create a CAD Incident “Weather” with the 

Tornado Watch information as an “m” call and leave on hold until the watch 

expires or is cancelled by the National Weather Service.  All updates/upgrades 

will be documented in the same call. 

5. Monitor WISCOM RCALL41 for updates from the National Weather Service 
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Severe Thunderstorm Watch 
Procedure 

Upon receipt of a Severe Thunderstorm Watch for Shawano County from the National Weather 

Service, take the following actions: 

1. Create a CAD Incident “Weather” with the Severe Thunderstorm Watch 

information as an “m” call and leave on hold until the warning expires or is 

cancelled by the National Weather Service.  All updates/upgrades will be 

documented in the same call. 

2. Monitor weather activity as time permits and prepare to activate the weather 

alert system as needed. 

3. Monitor WISCOM RCALL41 for updates from the National Weather Service. 

 

 

Terminology: 

Tornado Warning: Actual tornado sighting (visual or radar indicated). 

Tornado Watch: Conditions are favorable to tornado development. 

Severe Thunderstorm Warning: Issued when a thunderstorm produces hail ¾ of an inch or 

larger in diameter and/or winds equal or exceed 58 mph. Severe thunderstorms can result in 

the loss of life and/or property. Information in this warning includes: where the storm is, 

what towns will be affected, and the primary threat associated with the storm. 

Severe Thunderstorm Watch: Conditions are favorable for the development of severe 

thunderstorms in and close to the watch area. Watches are usually in effect for several 

hours, with six hours being the most common. 
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