
 

 

CITY OF ANTIGO 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CITY HALL, 700 EDISON STREET 

Wednesday, September 08, 2021 

6:30 PM 

Call to Order 

Discussion and Action May Occur on the Following Agenda Items: 

1. 2022 Funding Request Children's Service Society of Wisconsin (Family Resource Center) - Sandy Stetzer  

2. 2022 Funding Request for Langlade County Humane Society - Robert Zoretich  

3. 2022 Funding Request for Boys & Girls Club of the Northwoods - Corie Zelazoski  

4. 2022 Funding Request for AVAIL - Melissa Cornelius  

5. 2022 Antigo Public Library Funding Presentation - Dominic Frandrup  

6. Presentation by Angie Close of the Langlade County Economic Development Corporation  

7. Presentation and Review of Preliminary 2022 Budget  

Any Other Matters Authorized by Law to be Considered 

Adjournment 

 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate disabled individuals through appropriate aids and 
services.  For additional information, contact Jaime Horswill, 700 Edison Street, Antigo, Wisconsin 54409.  (715) 623-
3633 extension 100. Members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies may be in 
attendance to gather information. Any governmental body other than that specifically referred to above will take no 
action. 
 
DATE MAILED: September 02,2021  BILL BRANDT 
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August 31, 2021 

 

Mayor Brandt  
Antigo Common Council 
700 Edison Street 
Antigo, WI 54409 
 
Dear Mayor Brandt and Council Members,  
 
AVAIL, Inc. is requesting that the city continue to provide $20,000 in local match funds to assist victims 
of domestic and sexual violence. The pandemic has deeply impacted the clients we serve. We have been 
filled to capacity every month this year. I anticipate that bed space within the shelter will continue to be 
a precious commodity as we move into fall and winter.  
 
Like so many others around us, we have had to adjust to a “new normal” as we try to offer services that 
meet the needs of victims while safeguarding the health of shelter residents and staff. So far in 2021 we 
have provided 1944 nights of shelter for men women and children. Our shelter residents ranged in age 
from one month to 58 years old. 
 
The need in our community is high at this time and the continued support of the City of Antigo is an 
essential component for AVAIL’s continuation of services. Thank you for recognizing this need in our 
community and making a difference for those who would otherwise remain in abusive living situations. 
Please contact me with any questions you may have. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Melissa Cornelius 
Melissa Cornelius 
Executive Director 
 

 

 

 

AVAIL, 

INC.         P.O. Box 355 Antigo, WI 54409-0355 

            Business Line:     715.623.5177 

   Fax Line:            715.627.4901 

   24 Hr. Hotline:  715.623.5767 

   Text Crisis Line:  715.219.4609 

   Email:           avail@availinc.org 

   Website:                availinc.org 

         Advocates for Victims of Domestic and Sexual Abuse in Langlade 

County 
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Advocates for Victims of Abuse in Langlade County (AVAIL), Inc. is the only 24-hour emergency shelter 

resource for victims of domestic and sexual assault within a 45-mile radius of Antigo. Former Police 

Chief Bob Brehm started AVAIL 41 years ago based on the needs of victims that he was seeing. As 

individuals and families face violence at home, they often need to leave the situation on an emergency 

basis. The perpetrator has often isolated the victims from family and friends. Access to bank accounts, 

transportation, telephone service, meaningful belongings and pets are often limited or withheld in an 

effort to force victims to stay. If an individual has the courage and opportunity to leave, they often come 

to us with the clothes on their backs by knocking on our door, getting a police escort, or calling in from a 

remote location. They come at all hours and every day of the week because victimization knows no 

schedule, and victims can’t wait for refuge and services because safety is an immediate issue. AVAIL 

actively serves men and women, children and seniors, families and singles, vulnerable adults, and 

doctorate degree professionals. The social problem of domestic abuse and sexual assault knows no 

categories or boundaries. AVAIL’s clients come from every corner of Langlade County.  

AVAIL provides a safe place for victims of violence to seek refuge 24 hours per day, 365 days of the year, 

which compliments the work done by our police officers, county social workers, courts, and district 

attorney. Costly foster care and adult protective placements have been alleviated due to the flexible 

base of services that AVAIL can provide to allow victims to take control of their lives.  

 

AVAIL clients can expect the following: 

 Handicapped Accessible shelter that can accommodate singles of all ages or parents and their 

children in a secure location with a security system 

 Food, clothing, on-site laundry, kitchen, and playground facilities 

 Trained staff to talk to any time of the day or night 

 Around-the-clock on-call staff to come to hospitals, police departments, or any safe place to 

assist a victim leaving a situation, safety planning, counseling, and advocacy 

 Donation center to replace furnishings and belongings that were left behind due to abuse 

AVAIL, 

INC.         P.O. Box 355 Antigo, WI 54409-0355 

            Business Line:     715.623.5177 

   Fax Line:            715.627.4901 

   24 Hr. Hotline:  715.623.5767 

   Text Crisis Line:  715.219.4609 

   Email:           avail@availinc.org 

   Website:                availinc.org 

         Advocates for Victims of Domestic and Sexual Abuse in Langlade 

County 
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 Employment and housing notice center with trained staff to help victims regain their 

independence as quickly as possible 

 Specialized services for children and vulnerable adults and seniors experiencing or witnessing 

abuse from domestic partners including individual sessions and support groups 

 Advocacy services with the criminal justice, social services, housing, school, and medical systems 

to expedite the necessary processes and ensure that needs are met in the most effective way 

  

Services for the general public co-located at AVAIL: 

 AVAIL provides Langlade Country First Call (715-627-1818)- this is a 24-hour information and 

referral telephone line regarding local services and events. 

 AVAIL is the primary Salvation Army Voucher Program resource in Langlade County. We 

administer vouchers to help prevent evictions and utility disconnections, for first month’s rent, 

for homeless hotel stays, and assistance when people experience a fire or other disaster.  

 AVAIL distributes Emergency Food Boxes for the Antigo Area Community Food Pantry after 

hours. AVAIL distributes these food boxes in an effort to provide food stability in homes when 

the food pantry isn’t an option.  

 

83 people called AVAIL home in 2020. This number is usually higher, but because of Stay-at-Home 

orders and eviction moratoriums during the pandemic it was very hard for shelter residents to find 

suitable housing. This resulted in longer than normal shelter stays per resident. 

 

36 requests for shelter were denied in 2020 because we didn’t have space available for them at AVAIL. 

Clients denied shelter are referred to other programs across the state.  

 

9% of shelter residents were men, 49% were women, and 42% were children.  

 

In addition to the clients that are sheltered, AVAIL provides thousands more contacts each year with 

non-shelter clients for peer counseling and support groups, medical and legal advocacy, housing 

assistance, job search assistance, and anything other abuse related needs that may arise. We also 

provide community education on the dynamics of abuse and how to prevent abuse to local businesses, 

groups and churches. Due to the pandemic, we were unable to be in the three school districts of 

Langlade County last year, but we are hoping to return to the classrooms this year to provide teen 

dating violence awareness and abuse prevention information to students.  

 

2.4.a

Packet Pg. 24

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 A

V
A

IL
 R

eq
u

es
t 

20
22

  (
51

28
 :

 F
u

n
d

in
g

 R
eq

u
es

t 
fo

r 
A

V
A

IL
)



AVAIL is able to generate an average of $8.00 in federal and state grant funds for every $1.00 received. 

Contributions, like those from the City of Antigo, are critical to maintaining eligibility for grants to 

support victims in our area. 
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