
CITY OF ANTIGO 

HOTEL MOTEL COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 

OCTOBER 25, 2017 

Hotel Motel Commission of the City of Antigo met in Regular Meeting on the above date at 8:30 

AM in the Multi-Purpose Room, City Hall, Mayor Bill Brandt presiding. 

 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Tom Bauknecht Ward 4 Present  

Bill Brandt Mayor Present  

Deena Grabowsky Member Present  

David West Member Present  

Tom Quinlan Member Absent  

Leah Antoniewicz Member Present  

Cathy LeBrun Member Present  
 

Others in attendance:  Angie Close and Keri Beck, Langlade County Economic Development 
Corporation; and Jaime Horswill, Clerical/Utility Assistant. 

Discussion and Action May Occur on Any of the Following Agenda Items: 

1. Langlade County Economic Development Corporation Funding Request for Antigo/Langlade 
County Tourism Marketing Campaign 2018  

The Langlade County Economic Development Corporation (LCEDC) provided an Application to 
Solicit Funds in the amount of $8,990.72.  The group is a non-profit organization seeking funds 
for tourism expenses.  The provided a detailed expenses list for the Chicagoland Outdoor Show 
at Tinley Park, Green Bay RV and Camping Show, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Sports Show,  
material shipping cost, Wisconsin State Fair, Langlade County app, Badger Sportsman 
Magazine, Silent Sports magazine, travel Wisconsin Guide, ATV Tracks (web and banner 
presents), Snow Tracks (web and banner presents), Lake Link (web and banner presents), 
langladecounty.org Tourism website, and social media campaigns for a grand total of 
$17,981.44.  The group additionally provided information regarding each expense. 

Alderperson Bauknecht noted that he feels this office is the go to place for the County. 

Upon inquiry by Cathy LeBrun, Angie Close, LCEDC, noted that her office promotes Langlade 
County and the City as a destination avenue.  They promote both business and tourism.  The 
Chamber of Commerce is membership based, while the LCEDC is not and able to market as a 
whole and not just members. 

Deena Grabowsky advised that the Chamber of Commerce markets tourism as a whole as well. 

Mayor Brandt indicated that the difference in the funding mechanisms for Hotel Motel is that the 
Chamber of Commerce is given money and they do not have to bring in specific bills, whereas 
the LCEDC can be reimbursed for eligible expenses with paid receipts just like any other entity 
the commission supports. 

Leah  Antoniewicz read the section regarding improper use of Hotel Motel funds, specifically the 
use by Economic Development Corporations.  Dave West noted that you can support Economic 
Development Corporation's specific requests for marketing.  He did contact the Wisconsin 
Lodging Association. 

Ms. Grabowsky noted that she contacted the department as well and received a different 
answer. 



Mayor Brandt referred to the bottom of the Improper Use handout from the Wisconsin 
Innkeepers Association wherein it has a disclaimer noting what may be improper in some areas 
is proper in others.  He further noted the proper usage of the fees noting marketing, media, 
public relations, fees to participate in shows, etc. 

Mr. West noted that the commission cannot just fund an Economic Development Corporation, 
there has to be a specific request. 

Ms. Close noted that this is just an enhancement avenue, they are not against the Chamber of 
Commerce.  They want to enhance what is already being done for the community.   

Motion to approve Langlade County Economic Development Corporation funding request for 
Antigo/Langlade County Tourism Marketing Campaign 2018 in the amount of $8,990.72. 

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Bauknecht, Ward 4 

SECONDER: David West, Member 

AYES: Bauknecht, Brandt, Grabowsky, West, Antoniewicz, LeBrun 

ABSENT: Tom Quinlan 

Any Other Matters Authorized by Law to be Considered 

Mayor Brandt noted that the commission has approved first time projects in the past.  As the 
projects come back for a second or third time, it is time to look at the success of generated hotel 
stays. 

INFORMATION ONLY 

Deena Grabowsky noted that while she was talking with the Innkeepers Association it was 
brought to her attention that as of January 2017 some of the statutes have changed and 
she was wondering if the Commission would like a presentation from Trisha Pugal.   

Mayor Brandt noted that how you can charge and who you can charge and things of that 
nature have changed.  He does not think that eligibility of funds utilized have changed. 

Ms. Grabowsky believes it is with regard to the commission and how it is set up. 

Mayor Brandt noted that the Innkeepers Association is not the State of Wisconsin or the 
Attorney General.  They offer guidelines.  The statutes are set up by the State of Wisconsin. 

Ms. Grabowsky noted that the proposed speaker, Ms. Pugal is with the Innkeepers 
Association but works directly with the statutes. 

Ms. Grabowsky will reach out to Ms. Pugal to see if she could come to a meeting in the 
future. 

INFORMATION ONLY 

Adjournment 

1. Motion to: Adjourn at 8:50 am  

RESULT: CARRIED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tom Bauknecht, Ward 4 

SECONDER: Leah Antoniewicz, Member 

AYES: Bauknecht, Brandt, Grabowsky, West, Antoniewicz, LeBrun 

ABSENT: Tom Quinlan 

 



                  
Bill Brandt, Chairperson                                                  Date 
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